NOTIFICATION CONCERNING REJECTION REASON 

Patent Application Number: Patent Application No. 2000-262310 
Drafting date: December 1, 2004 

Examiner of Patent Office: Toshihiko Kuribayashi 7828 3F00 
Representative for Patent Applicant: Mr. Kenji Yoshida (and two others) 
Applied Text of Patent Law: the body of Article 29; Article 29, Paragraph 2 

This application is rejected due to the reason described below. If you have an 
opinion about this rejection, please submit a remark within 60 days from the date at 
which this notification was sent. 

REASON 

<Reason 1> 

The claims 1 to 30 of the present invention are rejected under the Japanese Patent 
Law Article 29, Paragraph 2, since the present invention can be easily made by persons 
having a common knowledge in a field of art pertinent to the present invention before 
filing application of the present invention, based on invention disclosed in the following 
publications distributed in Japan before filing the application of the present invention. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Cited reference 1: Japanese Patent Application Publication No. JP (A) 10-269294 
Cited reference 2: Japanese Patent Application Publication No. JP (A) 11-306233 

The cited reference 1 discloses a system which plans a supply-demand scheme in a 
supply chain so as to increase profit (paragraphs 0001 to 0002). The cited reference 2 
discloses a similar technology (paragraphs 0001 on page 8 to paragraph 0005 on page 9). 
Various methods for optimizing an index are known. Also, a method for obtaining an 
optimal solution by variously changing a predetermined parameter is known. Also, it 
is known that cost and time occur in each demand-supply step. The invention 
according to each of claims of the present invention can be easily made based on known 
items disclosed in the cited references 1 and 2. 

<Reason 2> 

The claims 10 to 16 of the present invention are rejected since the claims 1 to 16 do 



not satisfy requirements specified in the body of Article 29, Paragraph 2, as described 
below. 

DETAILED ACTION 

It is not considered that a method of planning a supply-demand scheme according to 
each of claims 10 to 16 is based on a technical idea using natural laws as a whole (for 
example, the invention is not embodied using a hardware resource. Refer to "Patent 
and Utility model Examination Standards Part VII, Chapter 1, 2.2.2 (3) In a case where 
information processing using software is not embodied using a hardware resource".) 

RECORD OF RESULT OF SEARCH CONCERNING PUBLICATIONS OF RELATED 

ART 

Search Field 

IPC the 7th edition 

B65G1/137, G06F17/60 

Reference Publications 

Japanese Patent Application Publication No. JP (A) 8-123535, Japanese Patent 
Application Publication No. JP (A) 9-73491, Japanese Patent Application Publication 
No. JP (A) 9-305663 

This record of result of search concerning publications of related art does not 
constitute a reason for rejection. 

If you have any question about this notification concerning the reason for rejection, 
or if you want to have an interview, please contact the following: 

Second Patent Examination Department Carriage Assembly Toshihiko 
Kuribayashi (Telephone 03-3581-1101, Extension 3349) 

(We cannot reply to any question regarding amendments on the phone or by FAX.) 
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